
When the  f i rs t  powerhouse  was  bu i l t ,  an  ornamenta l  cement  wa l l 

was  constructed  around three  s ides  wi th  vents  to  accommodate 

the  water  run-of f .  In  fa l l  o f  1930,   h igh  winds  b lew waves  over  the 

dam and the  vents  jammed wi th  grave l  caus ing  the  roof  to  co l lapse . 

Tons  o f  water  poured  in ,  near ly  drowning  two employees ,  B i l l  Car le 

and  Doug  Lamont  who had  to  swim for  the i r  very  l i ves .  Generators 

were  overhau led ,  the  p lant  repa i red  and product ion  resumed.

S ing le  men work ing  here  were  “s tern ly  but  lov ing ly”  kept  in  order 

by  housekeeper ,  Mrs .  N isbet ,  dur ing  her  17-year  tenure  ( l i v ing  here 

wi th  her  n ine  ch i ldren  unt i l  we l l  a f ter  the  Second Wor ld  War  -  the 

very  f i r s t  Cot tageC lub  communi ty) . 

The  H istory  of  GHOST  DAM 

Beautiful Ghost Lake

One day  la te  in  the  1920’s  G .A .  Gaherty  and G .H.  Thompson, 

eng ineers  and Ca lgary  Power  L imi ted  o f f i c ia l s ,  s tood  a top  a  h igh 

bank over look ing  (what  was  then)  the  junct ion  o f  the  f ree- f lowing 

Ghost  and  Bow Rivers  and dec ided  i t  was  idea l  l ocat ion  to  s i tuate 

a  hydro-e lec t r i c  dam (generat ing  power  for  A lber ta ’ s  growing  c i ty 

popu la t ion) .  Soon a f ter  there  was  a  bust le  o f  workmen,  narrow 

gauge  t racks  and smal l  s team eng ines  hau l ing  c lay  and grave l  to 

bu i ld  the  mi le- long  ear th  dam.Today  the  dam suppl ies  power  to 

Ca lgary  dur ing  e lec t r i ca l  ‘ surge ’  demands .

Bridge over spillway  Glenbow Archives NA 1644-64.               

Glenbow Archives  NA 3078-29.
Suspension Walking Bridge
for Workers.

Glenbow Archives  NA 4477-3.
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