
l ong  in to  summer  evenings  wi th  s tars  overhead  sh in ing  br ight .

“Cottages”,  are st i l l  handed down today from generation to generation 

and va lued  for  the i r  t ime-honoured  t rad i t ion  o f  fami ly  ga ther ings . 

The same love of fresh air, woodland’s magic and shorelines revisited, 

t ime and t ime aga in ,  s t i l l  remains .

Ne ighbours  drop  in  and f r iends  and fami ly  v i s i t  -  ‘ co t tage  l i f e ’  i s 

a l l  about  communi ty .

The  f i rs t  co t tager  dwel lers  in  the  area  arr ived  in  the  1930’s .   They 

were known as the f irst  of  the summer people,  the “f irst  cottagers”.

the  canad ian  cottage  trad i t ion

First of CottageClub cottages were completed in 2009.

The Canadian  love  a f fa i r  wi th  “go ing  to  the  co t tage”  began in 

the  1920’s .  Weekends  and summer  months  were  joy fu l  occas ions 

-  jus t  about  every th ing  but  the  k i t chen s ink  would  be  loaded 

onto trams, railway platforms and into early motorcars to simple 

cottages,  hours away,  that began sprouting along lakes and rivers.

F i sh ing ,  canoe ing ,  boat ing ,  berry  p ick ing  and ba l l  games  were 

hugely popular.  Evenings in those early days (with no electricity) 

were  soc ia l  a f fa i rs  for  a l l  ages .  Dances ,  s ing-songs ,  mus ica ls 

and  s tory te l l ing  around  the  camp-f i re  were  occas ions  spent 

 The first cottage people in the area 
arrived in the 1930’s.  They were 
known as the first of the summer 
people, the first cottagers.
Glenbow Archives NA 1406-151.

The first cottage on the north shore of Ghost Lake. 
Glenbow Archives NA 2139-3.


